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extracts from Storms of My Grandchildren: 

What can we expect the public to think when they (the media) compare a scientist who 
includes the appropriate caveats with a contrarian who gives conclusions without hesitation?  
It can seem like a debate between theorists, and often the contrarians are more media savvy.  
It is no wonder that there is a growing gap between what is understood about global warming 
by the relevant scientific community and what is known about global warming by the public 
and policy makers. 

 
In the end, energy efficiency and carbon-free energy can be made less expensive than fossil 
fuels, if fossil fuels cost to society (due to CO2 pollution and climate warming) is included.  The 
difficult part is that we must make this transition with extraordinary speed if we are to avert 
climate disaster. 
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extract from Hot Air:  

The only way Canada can lower emissions appreciably over the coming decades — and this 
will be a decades-long challenge — is to design and implement either charges on emissions or 
regulations on emissions or technologies, or a mixture of both. We need economic tools and/or 
regulations to get the job done. There is no effective alternative. Until Canadians and their 
governments understand this truth, we will continue to squander money, waste time, pursue 
variations of failed policies, and make scant progress. We might even continue to go 
backwards. We need, in other words, to stop digging in the same hole. 

 
Wilson,  E. O.  2002  The Future of Life.  Alfred A Knoph  & Random House Canada   
  chapter 2 describes the ‘Bottleneck’ and is very important reading  


